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ENGLAND. 
LORD NUGENT’S SPEECH CONTINUED. 


We present our readers this week another portion 
of Lord Nugent’s thrilling speech, delivered recently 
ata great meeting held in Aylesbury, England, for 
the entire abolition of the punishment of death. Af- 
ier you have examined it, reader, hand it to your neigh- 
vor. 

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT INEXPEDIENT. 

‘We now then TI trust, are free to discuss the 
question, with a view to human justice, human 
expediency, and the great duty of repressing 
crime. I should be abusing patience, and insult- 
ing COMMON sense, were I to waste one moment 
of yours in enforcing what no man who has once 
thought of the rudiments of these things will 
now dispute, what no government that has risen 
above a state of primitive barbarity that does not 
adopt as an axiom, that with mere vengeance the 
law has nothing to do. That the mere phrase, 
“He deserves it,’ is beside the whole question 
f justifying the punishment. That its sole ob- 
ject, its sole justification, lies in as far as may be, 
the prevention of crime. Example, then. ‘This 
is not a question to which to apply wild themes, 
vain conjecture, inconclusive speculation. I wish 
to rest all I have to say—all, on the practical ex- 
perience which is common to us all. Upon this 
ground I take my stand. In our own experience 
we know the example fails of its object. The 
example is bad. I put it to this test. I ask you 
whether, in any one instance of a public execu- 
tion, it calls forth the feelings the law intends, it 
auuswers the object the law intends? I answer, 
in not one, probably not one. I will show you 
that it is a moral and natural impossibility that it 
should effect the object it intends in the case of any 
one human creature who ever yet saw an execution 
orever canbe called upon to see one. I will 
prove this, and beg you to attend to this, for it 
is one of the main hinges of my argument. 

SPECTATORS OF EXECUTIONS. 

‘The spectators are one of three classes. 1. 
'he merely curious. ‘Those who go to it be- 
cause such a thing is not, at least, now is not, to 
be seen any week in England. It is a tragedy ot 
acoarse and vulgar mind. Now, gentlemen, mere 
curiosity to see a man deliberately killed, is not 
what the law intends. There is enother class; 
those who behold it with deep sympathy for the 
sufferer, Deep sympathy with the guilty is not 
what the law intends. A third—savage exulta- 
tion. Savage exultation is not what the law ot 
any civilized land intends. Lynch-law feeling is 
not what the common law of England intends to 
set up as the guardian influence of public safety. 
Now what the law does suppose and mean is a 
manifest impossibility ; the existence of a fourth 
‘tate of mind, which never yet did exist, 
which never can exist, which God _ never 
intended should exist in the human mind, 
because he has so constructed the human 
mind as to make it absolutely and manifestly im- 
possible. Regret that a fellow-creature should 
have justly subjected himself to the penalty of a 
violent death, a mournful sense of the suffering 
we are witnessing, a deep regret that any human 
being should so suffer, and yet such a master 
sense of the justice of the law, that if I could 
by raising my hand, relieve that suffering and pre- 
vent that life being taken away which God gave, 
| would not do it. Now this is a state of feel- 
ings co-existent in direct antagonism to each oth- 
‘r, which it is plain never existed in one human 
breast since the breath of life was breathed into 
the first man’s nostrils, which clearly never ought 
'0 exist, because it is directly contrary to nature, 
‘ontrary to the whole organization of the human 
mind as God has made it. Well, then, 1 bring 
you to this conclusion, that a public execution 
lever did, never will, cannot by the constitution 
of nature, ever answer with the spectators the 
object the law intends. Example! Ask those 
who watch the course of the law in the example 
It gives.’ 








PARENTS DO NOT SEND THEIR CHILDREN TO WIT- 
NESS EXECUTIONS. 


‘ Ask the master if he sends his servant, ask the 
parent if he sends his son, ask the guardian if he 
sends his pupil, to profit by it. If he does, the 
example is in his opinion good; but if he does 
not—if he close the eyes and ears of his whole 
house against all view and against all hearing of 
the horrid act—why then, in his opinion, the act 
of the law is such as, instead of example, threat- 
ens to spread a moral pestilence through his 
house—(cheers.) So much for example! Ask 
the chaplain of your jail, ask that most excellent 
officer, the governor of your jail, ask the police, 
ask the judge upon the bench, ask the Secretary 
of State, whether the crime to which alone the 
punishment of death is now practically limited, 
whether the crime of murder is diminishing un- 
der the influence of the gibbet, or increasing.’ 


MURDERS INCREASING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF 
THE GALLOWS. 


‘ Look at the statistical returns of prosecutions 
and convictions. At every five years’ end since 
the punishment of death has been taken away 
from lesser crimes, and limited practically to 
murder, at every five years’ end (although there 
is no longer any reluctance to prosecute for for- 
gery, sheep-stealing, horse-stealing, privately 
stealing in shops and dwelling-houses and from 
the person, as was felt while these crimes were 
capital) the prosecutions for these crimes and the 
crimes themselves, have considerably diminished. 
The one crime to which practically you apply 
the punishment of death, murder, has frightfully 
increased—is frightfully and daily increasing.— 
Do you say this is because juries have often a 
reluctance to act up to their oaths, and have of 
late often acquitted in the clearest cases of guilt? 
Do you say this? Then you admit yourselves out 
of court. You show that public opinion is against 
the law—(loud cheering ;) aud where law and 
public opinion are opposed the law must give 
way. 

JURYMEN. 


‘Juries are empannelled to try the prisoner ; 
they aequit the prisoner wherever they can find 
a shadow, however faint, of excuse for such a 
verdict, and they find against the law. The law 
is found guilty by trial by jury. You show that 
in such cases, jurymen are placed in the alterna- 
tive between tampering with their oaths, or in- 
flicting a punishment they hold in horror, and 
that they act as thinking (mind I do not justify, 
I only state the fact) that there is one crime 
worse than perjury, and that is the giving effect 
to the law—(hear, hear, hear.) Why, then, I re- 
peat, you only show that law and public opinion 
are in conflict and the law must give way. I de- 
sire not to be so totally misapprehended in what 
I say, as to be supposed for one moment to speak 
disrespectfully of the jury, who do their duty on 
their oaths, or of the judge, who, whatever be 
his own opinions as to the justice of the penalty, 
is bound by the most solemn of all duties to di- 
rect the jury aright according to his view of the 
evidence whatever be the result, and to carry out 
with firmness and impartiality the provisions of 
the law, whose minister he is. 1 reverence much 
too sincerely, the great principle of trial, by jury, 
which I believe the best conceived and best ad- 
ministered that any country ever saw for the pro- 
tection of human rights, human safety, and the 
greatest of all things, human liberty. I rever- 
ence much too sincerely, the character of our 


judges, who, I firmly believe, administer the law 


with a purity and impartiality according to the 
law, unparalleled in any other nation. But of the 
law I may speak with freedom. I may call the 
law what I believe it to be, an unwise, a wan- 
ton, an unrighteous, and a hateful law—(hear, 
hear.’) 


EFFECTS OF A LATE EXECUTION. 


‘About a month ago, a human creature stood 
in that dock, righteously, I think, convicted on 
strong evidence of murder, as black, as deliberate, 
as cruel as the human mind can contemplate.— 
From that dock he was sent by the award of a 
public tribunal—sent, for example’s sake, to be 
publicly deprived on that scaffold, of the life God 
gave him, for example’s sake! What was the 
example? The space below was crowded 
with the curious. Not asound was heard. The 
feeling was deep horror of the spectacle and of 
the suffering. What was the result? How did 
that very evening close? Before the sun which 
had shone on that dreadful spectacle had set, the 
public houses were echoing with sounds of rev- 
elry. The streets were thronged, with what? 
Drunken quarrels and ruffianly fights ! A publican 





on the New-road, who had opened his house to 
a throng of those who had come from a distance 
to witness the law’s example, was robbed of his 
watch and money by some of the pupils who 
had come recent from this moral lesson of a pub- 
lie execution. So much for the example! Oh, 
how rightly did parents, masters, guardians act, 
who kept their children, their servants aloof from 
the contagion of that whole day! How wisely 
did the masters of families act, who blocked 
their windows from the sight the law had pre- 
pared for public exhibition! Where was the ex- 
ample? If taken well, then those who took it 
wanted no example; if ill, then the example 
confirmed old ruffianism and excited new (hear.) 
Am I singular in this opinion? Ask those whose 
unhappy duty it is to attend; and they will tell 
you. They will tell you, whose habit it is from 
a sense of decency, if possible to anticipate the 
hour of execution, and thus deprive the public of 
the spectacle, and defeat the law of its publicity— 
(great cheering.) Men! men! I appeal to every 
feeling of manhood within you. You are hus- 
bands—you are fathers—you are brothers. There 
are hearts beating purely, tenderly, warmly, with 
every feeling of wives, of mothers, of sisters, of 
daughters. Not a week ago, not three weeks af- 
ter that execution, many of them—doI blame 
them? Oh, God bless them, no! Innocently, 
joyously, they joined in the happy amusement 
that so well befits their happy youth. But where? 
Almost under the threshold of that scaffold, 
which, not three weeks before was prepared by 
the hands of man to be—I will not proceed— 
(loud and general cheering.’) 


THE EXECUTED AN OBJECT OF SYMPATHY, THE EX- 
ECUTIONER OF DISGUST. 


‘ But allow me on another part of this subject. 
On that scaffold stood two men. The one a mur- 
derer—the other the executioner of the law. I 
ask you, which of these two, the murderer and 
the hangman, which, with the spectators was the 
object of sympathy, and which, of disgust and 
repulsion? Why, while the just and venerable 
judge in his ermine, is an object, and justly, of 
reverence and honor, why is he who carries out 
the sentence of the judge, to be “a man for- 
bid,” under a social ban, the object of repulsion 
and disgust? Why, because public opinion, be- 
cause the natural feelings of man are against the 
law. Because the law itself shrinks, conscience- 
stricken, shame-stricken, before the fulfilment 
of its own ordinances—(hear, hear.) I know of 
no clearer rule of moral conduct than this— 
NEVER COMMAND WHAT YOU WOULD BE ASHAMED 
TO DO.’ 


From the (London) Inquirer. 


‘Mr. Epitror ;—Sir, the letter from your cor- 





respondent * Jus,” adds the testimony of former 
times to our own sad experience, that Capital 
Punishment has been as ineffective to repress | 
crime as it is barbarous and unchristian in its op- 
eration. The subject is one of deep interest to 
humanity at large, and to our own country in par- 
ticular, for we can have little reason to boast our 
progress in genuine Christianity, while such a 
sanguinary law disgraces our statute book. ‘The 
whole spirit of the New ‘Testament is so totally 
adverse to the requiting wrong for wrong, so ex- 
ceedingly pointed in its precepts to return good 
for evil, that he who does not feel this in- 
stinctively, as it were, can hardly be said to have 
imbibed its spirit at all. 

Lord Nugent deserves the thanks of his coun- 
try for his admirable and unanswered speech, 
wherein he met and ably combated each argu- 
ment in favor of the law, and, moreover, explain- 
ed many passages in the Old Testament, supposed 
to be decisive in support of it. But what, I 
would ask, is the weight which such isolated text 
should hold in our minds when compared with 
the words and practice of our Divine Lawgiver 
himself? Did he call for vengeance on his be- 
trayer? Even the guilty Judas was left, like 
Cain to the horrors of remorse, which history | 
tells us were too dreadful to be borne. Well may 
frail fellow-creatures leave to the great Author of | 
their being the time when the spirit which he 
gave shall be recalled! 

It has been well observed by a distinguished | 
moralist, that men are wont to turn tothe Jewish | 
Scriptures for arguments in favor of alower seale 
of morality than the New Testament sanctions. | 
The texts quoted by Sir. H. Verney, at Ayles- 
bury, if followed out in practice, would demand 
the execution of each executioner in his turn—a 
singularly inefficacious mode of putting a stop to | 
the committal of murder ; whilst the solemn and 





too little acknowledged truth, ‘‘that man is made in 
the image of his Maker,” affords, surely, a strong 
argument against calmly codemning such a being 
to a violent death. Sir H. Verney argues all 
along on the assumption that executions have 
been the means of preventing crime, whereas 
the contrary appears to be now pretty generally 
admitted. 

The passages quoted from the New Testament 
are evidently of a prophetic (or warning) and not 
an imperative tendency. ‘The last argument 
brought forward by Sir H. Verney,—viz., that 
the blessed Savior himself died a victim to Al- 
mighty vengeance—is so utterly repugnant to all 
that we both know and feel of the goodness of 
God, that the mind, if left unfettered, would at 
once reject it as unworthy a God of love, and 
forming no part of genuine Christianity. But such 
a line of reasoning may indeed serve admirably 
to show what a doctrine must be which leads to 
such awful results ! 

An Unitarian writer of the present day has ably 
exposed the practical tendencies of such a belief. 
I cannot do better than quote his words :—‘‘ Can 
we wonder at Governments plunging whole na- 
tions into the dreadful horrors and crimes of war, 
to avenge their insulted dignity, when a hundred 
thousand pulpits are weekly preaching that this 
was the conduct of the Supreme Jehovah? Can 
we be surprised at the deadly system of retalia- 
tion, which, though arising from the innate ten- 
dencies of human nature, rages unchecked in con- 
sequence of this corruption of Christianity, 
through all classes of society in every practicable 
form, from the duel of the man of honor to the 
fight of the ignorant laborer, from the vindictive 
punishments inflicted through the law to the petty 
revenge exercised in domestic life?” &c. &e. 

It is this particular view of the subject which 
induces me to address you at the present time, 
and to which I would earnestly call the attention 
of your readers, As Unitarians hold far higher 
and, I trust, juster views of the Divine govern- 
ment, and the remedial nature of punishment, 
than professing Christians generally do, it be- 
comes them to advance foremost in the career of 
moral improvement; let them proclaim their ab- 
horrence of the law as it now stands, as being 
fundamentally opposed to their religious convic- 
tions, to their Christian principles, and let them 
state their sentiments in a firm and energetic ap- 
peal to the Houses of Parliament, entreating leg- 
islators to frame a law more in accordance with 
the increasing knowledge and philanthropy of the 
age. 

I cannot close my letter without adverting to 
the labors of two Unitarian divines in the West 
of England, who have most meritoriously exert- 
ed themselves in this cause, and given the public 
the benefit of some excellent lectures on the 
subject. May their efforts be responded to by 
the lay portion of this community, and thus shall 
we prove, by our efforts in the cause of virtue, 
that we entertain a deep sense of our responsi- 
bility to fulfil, not only to the letter, but to the 
spirit also, the law of Christ, whose sacrifice we 
look upon as the offering of Divine Love, not the 
appeasing a vindictive Deity. With the earnest 
hope that Unitarians will not delay, but at once 
come forward in this cause of moral reform, 

J] beg to subscribe myself, most respectfully, 

Yours, PHILANTHROFOS. 

May 24, 1845. 


VIS. AV 4 “~~ 


Dancer oF Capitan Puntsument.—A_ Lon- 
don paper gives the following case as illustra- 
tive of the danger of convicting on circumstantial 
evidence. ‘The prisoner, though innocent, re- 
sorted to fraudulent stratagem to prove his in- 
nocence, when circumstances appeared strong 
against him, and this stratagem, being detected, 
left no doubt, on the minds of the jury, of his 
guilt, and procured his immediate exeeution.— 
The circumstance was related at the Surrey Ses- 
sions, by Mr Charnoch, who was engaged to de- 
fend a prisoner on circumstantial evidence. 

EXECUTION OF A FARMER FOR THE MURDER 
or wis nrece.-~A farmer, who was left executor 
and guardian was indicted for the wilful murder 
of his niece. A serious quarrel took place be- 
tween them, and the farmer was heard to say 
that his niece would not live to enjoy her prop- 
erty. Soon after she wasmissed, Rumors were 


'quickly spread that she was murdered by her 


guardian. Qn being apprehended, blood was 
found upon his clothes. The judge was per- 
suaded to postpone the trial, and the most stren- 
uous exertions were made to find the niece, but 
in vain! The prisoner, to save his life, re- 
sorted to a step which procured his condemna- 
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Ption and execution within forty-eight hours after 
his trial. A young lady was produced, exactly 
resembling the supposed murdered female. Her 
WP height, age, complexion and voice were so simi- 
Jar that the witnesses swore to the identity.— 
An intimation was given that the female was 
‘mot the niece. By skilful cross-examination, the 
Nartifice was detected and the unfortunate man 
was hung. The unhappy convict declared his 
innocence, but was rebuked by the clergymen 
‘or his hardihood. 

' In two years after, the niece made her appear- 
jance, and claimed the property. It appeared 
that, the day after the fatal quarrel, she eloped 
Pwith a stranger to whom she was attached, and 
ishe had not been heard of till her unexpected 
return, and that, by mere aecident, she had 
heard of her uncle’s execution.’ 
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Che Hangman. 


CHARLES SPEAR, 
JOHN M. SPEAR, 


Boston, July 16, 1845. 


— — 


AS HANGING THE MOST FEARFUL MODE OF EX- 
ECUTION ? 


If Capital Punishment must be continued, we have 
pften been induced to inquire whether hanging the 
Meeecriminal by the neck until he is dead, is the best 
method. The London News says, it ‘would disa- 
) buse the public mind of the vulgar error in relation 
)? to the sufferings of those who are hung. They are 
| generally very slight.’ Now it should be borne in 
ae ind that one design of executions is to deter others 

from committing like crimes. Judge Mason, of lowa, 
when sentencing William and Stephen Hodges, a 
short time since, used the following language: ‘An 


eo seems to be called for to deter others from 
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yf, repetition of like offences, and you are about to 
¥>e exhibited as an awful beacon to warn all others 
“rom a course like that which has resulted in your 
I uin. May your dying struggles to which the eyes 
jf thousands will soon be directed, turn back into 
the path of rectitude all those who are in any way 
‘Jisposed to pursue a course like that whose fatal 
ermination you have so nearly reached.’ If then 
tT) Whe design of executing the murderer be to deter 
t ‘thers from crime, why should not the punishment 
* ie of the most fearful character? According to the 
ch ‘S,ondon News the sufferings of those who are hung 
“pare generally very slight.’ Cannot some more fear- 
) Bal mode be adopted? Yes. According to the jour- 
WF al of a European traveller the Great Mogul has 
+) Fidopted a more dreadful mode of punishment. The 
_ ®nstrument and the process are thus described : 
1) © ‘A box, each side of which is fifteen feet square, 
. Ah constructed of a solid timber, about eighteen inches 
1 pick dove-tailed totgether with iron rods. The 
Pitside of the bottom of the box is covered with a 
*} tate of beaten iron, one inch in thickness. The 
+} / uerior is fitted with perfect cubes of granite, weigh- 
“} og, in the aggregate, several thousand tons. A 
¥ rachine is erected after the manner of the ordinary 
)Pile-driver, but of course on an enormous scale, and 
'’< tremendous strength. The following engraving 
5, vill give the reader an idea of it. 








' 
Pvrhe mass is raised by means of powerful ma- 
Hinery cast in Birmingham for the express purpose. 

se human victim is placed upon a block of granite, 
) a corresponding surface, buried in the earth im- 
: iediately beneath the enormous mass, and likewise 
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covered with a plate of iron. Ata signal the execu- 
tioner touches a spring. The mass falls! and the 
victim crushed at once, is suddenly annihilated, and 
spread out like a sheet of pasteboard. The huge 
weight being now raised, the flattened body is with- 
drawn and dried in the sun. When completely pre- 
pared, it is hung on the walls of a public building, 
there to serve as a warning to the multitude ! 

When we first perused this account we could not 
but exceedingly ‘fear and quake.’ We have never 
since seen a pile driver without thinking of this 
dreadful invention of Eastern despotism. Truly it 
isa most fearful mode of punishment. But if the 
design of inflicting the death-penalty be to deter the 
living from crime, why should not this plan be adop- 
ted in America? What say the advocates of Capital 
Punishment? Are they ready and willing to sub- 
stitute crushing for hanging? When the body has 
been dried in the sun and suitably prepared, will 
they ‘hang it upon the walls of a public building, say 
the State-House, there to serve as a warning to the 
| multitude ? 


SKETCHES OF TRAVEL—No. VII. 


JOURNEY TO NEW BEDFORD. 


ee ee ee eee 


We have just returned from a visit to Fall River, 
New Bedford and Taunton. Supposing our readers 
would like to know about the state of the cause in 
those places, we have concluded to give them a short 
sketch of the incidents that come in our way. 

On arriving in Fall River, we visited the Rev. C. 
A. Eastman, who had published that he intended to 
lecture on the next Sabbath evening on Capital Pun- 
ishment. He, however, urged us so strongly to oc- 
cupy his desk and lecture on the subject in his 
place, that we finally consented. We had a very 
large audience and the most profound attention was 
paid to this solemn subject. We urged upon the 
audience the case of Orrin De Wolf, now condemned 
to be executed in Worcester. 

From here we went to New Bedford. 
three meetings here on 


We held 
the general subject. Some 
degree of interest was manifested. A committee 
was chosen to circulate petitions for Orrin De Wolf, 
consisting of four men and four women. It was pro- 
posed that the Rey. Mr. Hitchcock, an Orthodox cler- 
gyman, be one of that committee, but the motion was 
lost. 

The following resolutions were ably sustained by 
Messrs. Fletcher, Ray, Allen, Morton, &c., and unan- 
imously adopted by the meeting. We should do in- 
justice to Mr. Fletcher, did we not express our great 
satisfaction for his earnest and eloquent appeal in 
behalf of this philanthropic movement, and for his 
support of the resolutions : 

Resolved, That Capital Punishment should be 
abolished, in the first place, as a moral and religious 
duty. 

Resolved, That severity of punishment does not 
deter from crime; but in the same proportion as the 
laws of a country are sanguinary, so are the number 
of crimes increased. 

Resolved, That the object of punishment should 
be reform and not revenge; therefore it is the duty 
of society to aim atthe reformation of its offender, 
which is at once lost by the destruction of his life. 

Resolved, That entertaining these views, we be- 
lieve it to be our duty, to ask for the commutation 
of the punishment of Orrin De Wolf, of Worcester, 
now under sentence of death. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted 
by the meeting at its close: 

» Resolved, That Charles Spear, who has devoted 
himself so assiduously and faithfully to this great 
cause, both to the sacrifice of his health, and pecu- 
niary means, deserves the cordial sympathy and en- 
couragement of all friends of humanity in the prose- 
cution of his efforts. 

JOHN BAILEY, Chairman. 

Daniet Ricxetson, Secretary. 

One minister of the Christian denomination ac- 
tually took the petition in favor of the commutation 
of the sentence of De Wolf into his pulpit and ob- 
tained about sixty names on the Sabbath! He did 
not consider the day too holy forhumanity. Whata 
mighty work would be accomplished if the clergy 
would adopt this course. We visited the jail in this 
place and also in Taunton, but we defer the account 
till our next number. 

We thank the friends very kindly for their aid in 
the great work in which we areengaged. We can- 
| hot express too strongly our gratitude to that warm 
and devoted friend of humanity, John Bailey. He 
very kindly invited us to his home and did every 
thing to render our stay pleasant and agreeable. 

Cc. §. 
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Hosea Coox.—In the latter part of December, 
1839, this man started in company with John Champe 
from Decatur County, Indiana, for Kentucky.— 
Champe had with him one hundred and fifty dollars 
in money. Cook murdered him, and rifled him of 
his money. Almost six weeks afterwards the body 
of Champe was found. Cook was arrested on sus- 
picion, and soon confessed the murder. He was 
‘lodged in Jail at Brookville, indicted, broke Jail, 
went to the Wabash Country, married, was again 





discovered, arrested, brought back to Brookville, tried 
and sentenced to be hung. The Supreme Court de- 
cided the indictment to be bad on which he was 
convicted, and directed it to be quashed. He was 
re-indicted, took a change of venue to Union County, 
and there was again convicted and sentenced to be 
hnng on the 10th of June. He was reprieved by 
the Executive to the 27th of June. Owing to a 
growing repugnance to Capital Punishment, in In- 
diana, efforts were made to have him sent to the 
Penitentiary. These efforts have been successful. 
His punishment has now been commuted to impris- 
onment in the Penitentiary for life. Thanks to the 
friends of the prisoner for their philanthropic labors. 
We hope the friends of the prisoner, De Wolf, in 
this State, will be as successful in their humane 
efforts. 

Since the above was in type we have received the 
following, in relation to Cook, which we take from 
the Greensburgh Repository. 

‘There will be thousands of people sadly disappoint- 
ed by this act of the Governor’s. Many there are 
who anticipated a holiday and confidently expected a 
rare treat in the killing of this man BY LAW, but they 
will be disappointed, and we are glad of it; not be- 
cause we believe him not guilty, but because we 
think imprisonment for life is, if possible, a worse 
punishment than death itself, and because we are op- 
posed to gratifying a mob by giving them a chance 
to feast their eyes on sucha horrible exhibition asa 
Legal Murder! and because it is letting a man live 
until He who says ‘ Vengeance is mine’ shall choose 
to kill him.’ 


LA + . WaAAAALNNASA 


Exvper Eastman.—We cut the following from the 
Fall River ‘ All Sorts,’ of the 5th inst. 

‘Elder Eastman delivered his 1st lecture on Capi- 
tal Punishments on Sabbath evening agreeable to 
previous notice. We intended to have taken some 
notes for publication. But soon abandoned the no- 
tion, having become as it were sick at heart in 
hearing of the heart-rending sickening and thrilling 
narratives, how that scores on scores of persons had 
been swung up, between the heavens and the earth, 
as the vulgar saying is, to dance on nothing, when it 
was afterwards proved that they were as clear of the 
crimes alleged against them, as was any of Elder 
E’s. audience or as was our Savior innocent of the 
crimes which the Jews alleged against him, and for 
which unjust accusations he was led as a lamb to 
the slaughter. We felt rather indignant towards 
uncle Basset to think that he should go away back 
to the old Mosaic laws, to prove that vengeance was 
a prerogative of man, and that it might be right to 
punish capitally. But we finally in a measure got 
over our indignant feelings towards Uncle B. by 
coming to the conclusion that a person was (o be 
pitied more than otherwise, who could after hearin 
the lecture of Elder E. advocate the death dealing 
principle. Strange to tell but so itis, that not only 
uncle Basset, but those who think they have wiser 
heads than him, college learnt, and would have men 
believe that they are especially called to preach the 
everlasting gospel, and yet it would almost appear 
that they were perfectly ignorant that a Savior had 
come into the world, was persecuted by the Scribes 
and Pharisees for reproving them on account of their 
superstitious notions, and inhuman acts, suffered and 
died upon the cross, and rose again the third day, to 
bring in a better covenant than that of Moses, even 
the forgiveness of injuries. Elder E. will take up 
the Bible argument on this subject to-morrow eve- 
ning. We hope that all who are are not already 
convinced that the commandment thou shalt not 
kill, is obligatory and binding, will be on hand to 
hear reason and argument on the subject.’ 


I. PDALSI Swe 


TWO MORE VICTIMS ! 


Two Brothers, Stephen and William Hodges, convicted 
of the murder of John Miller, in Iowa—To be Hung— 
Rejoicing— Great excitement—A Brother of the Hodges 
Killed—Expected rescue of the Prisoners—Sentence 
of the Court. 


The soul of the philanthropist is made sick with 
every day’s report of the murders which are commit- 
ted, and the executions that follow. Certain are we 
that Capital Punishments do not exert a restraining 
and reformatory influence upon the community. In 
the south and west, where executions are the most 
frequent, there is the most crime. 

A week or two since we gave our readers an exhi- 
bition of the feeling in lowa Territory in relation to 
the execution of McCauley. Because he was not 
hung at the appointed hour, so exasperated were the 
people who had assembled to winess the execution, 
that they burned the Judge in effigy! The Hawk-Eye 
of the 26th ult., a paper published in Burlington, 
lowa, brings us intelligence of the trial and convic- 
tion of William and Stephen Hodges for the murder 
of John Miller, on the 10th of last May. When the 
jury brought in the verdict guilty of murder, the feel- 
ings of the people in the court were such that they 
‘could not be restrained, and many of them joined in 
clapping and other signs of approbation! This 
shows the bloody spirit that prevails in that section 
of our country. Yesterday, according to the sentence 
of the judge, we suppose they were executed. We 
shall soon probably have some facts in relation to 
the execution. Should they be deemed important, 
we shall lay them before our readers. 

It may here be also stated that it was proposed by 
the counsel for the prisoners that the case should 
be continued. The Western papers say that this 
proposal so excited the German citizens that they met 





and passed a resolution, of which they informed the 
Court by a committee, that if the case was postponed 
one day, they would take the law into their own 
hands. We also learn bya slip from the office of the 
Hawk-Eye that since the trial of the Hodges one of 
their brothers has been killed—that the sheriff has 
killed a man at Nauvoo, Illinois, and that murders 
are committed in that region almost every day. 

We now subjoin the sentence of the Court. We 
hope it will be carefully examined. It will be seen 
that these men are to be executed—Ist. To accord 
‘vengeance to the living.’ 2d. Because their lives 
‘are regarded as incompatible with the safety of so- 
ciety.’ 3d. Because ‘an example also seems to be 
called for to deter others from a repetition of like of- 
fences.’ 


‘SENTENCE OF THE COURT. 


*The trial on which your lives depended has now 
terminated, and to you that termination is fatal. Af- 
ter a full and fair investigation, that Jury to which 
you had entrusted your fate, and which trom the priv- 
ileges extended to you, may almost be said to have 
been of your own selection, have declared you guilty 
of murder—a murder too which in point of atrocity, 
may almost be said to be unparalleled in the annals 
of crime. With scarcely an apparent inducement 
for the commission of the most trivial of offences, 
you have been guilty of the greatest. You have not 
only with sacrilegious hand invaded the sacred foun- 
tains of life, but with an apparently deliberaie pur- 
pose, nearly akin in malice to that of the arch fiend, 
you have entered the little Eden of love and content- 
ment, with which a quiet and unoffending family 
were surrounding themselves—cut off in the bloom 
and maturity of manhood two of their chief supports ; 
drenching their very hearth stones with their life’s 
blood, and brought desolation and unutterable woe 
into that house which but for you would have been the 
abode of all the sacred charities and innocent pleas- 
ures of domestic life. 

‘Nor are the consequences of your crime confined 
|to the immediate sufferers. Though lessened in in- 
| tensity, they have extended to the whole community. 
A feeling of apprehension and insecurity has been 
communicated to every cottage throughout the coun- 
; try. When a blamelessness of life which creates no 
enmities—a mediocrity of condition which excites no 

envy—when an almost entire absence of that motive 
| which addresses itself to the sordid love of gain, can- 
not secure the slumberer from the assaults of the mid- 
| night assassin, well may the indweller of every cabin 
| feel that anxiety and wide spread consternation which 
must so greatly augment the aggregate evils of hu- 
| man existence. 
| ‘For all these evils, immediate and remote, the law 

hold you responsible, and is now about to apply all 
that there is of remedy within its reach. Blood for 
| blood is its stern demand, and never was that san- 
| guinary requisition more righteous. Unable to re- 
| #.0:e the dead, it accords thus much of vengeance to 

the living. Your lives too, are regarded as incom- 
| patible with the safety of society ; and in the bloom 
of youth and health you are by the hands of your fel- 
low mortals, to be consigned to the gallows and the 
grave. An example also seems to be called for to de- 
ter others from a repetition of like offences, aud you 
are about to be exhibited as an awful beacon to warn 
all others from a course like that which has resulted 
in yourruin. May your dying struggles, to which 
the eyes of thousands will soon be directed, turn back 
into the path of rectitude all those who are in any 
way disposed to pursue a course like that whose fatal 
termination you have so nearly reached. 

‘ You need not be reminded of the awful condition 
in which you are now placed—of the blackness of that 
gulf which is now opening beneath your feet. Under 
the circumstances of the case you can only expect 
that the utmost rigors of the law will be enforced 
against you. The picture of the distress produced by 
your crime is too fresh in the memory of the commu- 
nity to permit the voice of pity to effect any thing in 
your behalf, and the horrid nature of your offence puts 
to silence those who are conscientiously opposed to 
the inhuman punishment you are about to suffer, and 
makes them almost regard your case as a proper ex- 
ception to the milder rule which they would fain sub- 
stitute for that now about to be enforced. Look there- 
| fore for mercy only to Heaven. Expect pardon from 
none but your God, In the silence of your prison, 
with a speedy and cruel death staring you in the face, 
repent of your misdeeds, and do all that still remains 
in you to atone for them, and mercy and pardon will 
not be sought from these sources in vain. 

‘In the discharge of the solemn duty which is now 
imposed upon me, I feel almost overwhelmed with 
awe, as I become one of the instruments by which 
the lives of two human beings are about to be extin- 
guished—for life, how much soever it may have been 
perverted from its original purpose, is still an emana- 
tion from the Divinity. But as the irresponsible or- 
gan of that law which requires your death, I here pro- 
nounce its final sentence—lI direct that you William 
Hodges and Stephen Hodges, be taken from this place 
to the Jail of the County of Des Moines, there to re- 
main until Tuesday, the 15th day of July next, that 
on that day you be taken by the proper officers of this 
County to some convenient place within the same, 
and there, between the hours of 10 o’clock, A. M. 
and 4 o’clock, P. M., that you be hung by the neck 
until you are dead; and may God have mercy upon 
you. 








~ PN a a d>PALPS I PF SIO 


Mr. Dorr anp Treason.—Mr. Spear in his lecture 
on Capital Punishment last Sabbath evening, stated 
that Mr. Dorr, now the victim of tyranny, moved 
and succeeded in the R. I. Legislature, to repeal the 
law making treason punishable with death. This 
benevolent eflort has saved him from the gallows, if 
his enemies had dared to have hung him. This act of 
Gov. Dorr would have saved, had he gained the vic- 
tory, his enemies from a similar fate. Thanks be to 
this humane and illustrious prisoner.—Full River 
Weekly News. 




















FEE 
We received t 
our paper upd 
fitten : 
‘The high 
vers, (1) 0 
nieves, (/) 
sof every ¢ 
»» the encou 
yes on the 
» community 
ire Of the | 
) @Y 
by the outside 
the New Bedfe 
sof some of tl 
cause in whi 
scause? We 
have the crin 
n0 good reaso! 
jiency why v 
od, hang him 
wish it to be 
isaman an 
ihtened and: 
as Jesus di 
‘inlgy for his 
¢ THEM. TI 
ch head this 
ings. He is. 
leeply regret: 
purpose of a 
wally calls it. 
nds of outras 
‘4 community. 
a heart thus 
he persons v 
author of the 
among ihe wr 
age, both in 
presume he 
_as his pen 











































































































































LA 
he number of 
»—the one w 
if, who 
State. Byt 
se words: ‘A 
word Wor 
: lines arou 
oy state of mi 
reated were 
he would r 
id have his n 
think he wor 

the paper, 
He was ash 
chess rather | 


Is Sc 


ve same pay 
racter of Ger 
which we cu 
do not here 
ed state of 1 
1 the paper. 
ahe will re 
sent them t 
nt that there 
hates our ca 
here have so 


OO 


SCUSSION ON 
z discussion 
‘zara Courie 
f the aboliti 
's on the otk 
’ of the ed 
but certair 
use he is ‘ ya 
1 be older 
‘ he shows | 
answer his 
some extrac 


ee ee, 


1E FIRST PE 
‘on which 1 
of Orrin 
- of death 
Week, signe 
them in. 
‘ame may s: 





RDONED.—T 
at Natche: 
25th of th 
n, in accord 
‘ioners, inc 


—arrar 


‘AL For Mt 
alleged n 


iN. Y., las 














FEELING IN NEW BEDFORD. 


We received through the post-office a late number 
our paper upon which the following lines were 





ritten + 
‘The highest premiums paid for Mur- 
vers, (1) Incendiaries, (!) Robbers, (!) 
nieves, (/) Pickpockets, (!) and scound- 
s of every description, (!) by the society 
» the encouragement of all kinds of out- 
yves on the honest and respectable part of 
-community—for further particulars in- 
ire of the proprietors of the Hangman. 
ly) @Y 
jy the outside wrapper we learn that it was mailed 
the New Bedford post-office. It exhibits the feel- 
-of some of the people of that town in relation to 
-cause in which we are engaged. And what is 
scause? We desire to show the world that after 
have the criminal completely in our power, there 
y0 good reason founded in Christianity or on ex- 
jiency why we should deliberately, and in cool 
od, hang him ap by the neck until he is dead; 
wish it to be understood and felt that the crim- 
isa man and a brother, and that he may be 
htened and reclaimed. We wish the world to 
as Jesus did when on the cross, he prayed 
inlgy for his MURDERERS, saying, FaTHER For- 
: THEM. The person who wrote the words 
‘+h head this article had none of these humane 
ings. He is in favor of the merciless gallows.— 
leeply regrets that a society has been formed for 
purpose of abolishing Capital Punishment. He 
ually calls it a ‘ Soczety for the encouragement of 
nds of outrages on the honest and respectable part 
‘community.’ We sincerely pity the man who 
a heart thus to represent this holy cause. Who 
he persons who are engaged in this work? Does 
author of these slanderous liens know that they 
among the most benevolent an philanthropic of 
age, both in the Old world and in the New? 
presume he does. He is not an illiterate per- 
.as his penmanship and his punctuation both 
WwW. 
he number of the paper returned to us was the 
»—the one which had the likeness of Orrin De 
ff, who is soon to be executed at Worcester, in 
State. By the side of this likeness was written 
e words: ‘A GALLOws pEePictep CouNTENANCE. 
word Worr over the likeness was marked with 
* lines around it. All this shows a most un- 
oy state of mind. Would the writer like thus to 
veated were he convicted of crime? We pre- 
¢ he would not. Would he be willing to let the 
ihave his name in connection with this affair ? 
think he would not. He did not write his name 
the paper, therefore we do not know who he 
He was ashamed to give his name. He loves 
ness rather than light, ‘because his deeds are 


ue same paper also has some remarks on the 
acter of General Jackson, in connection with a 
which we cut from the Louisville Journal, which 
do not here publish. It goes to show the de- 
ed state of the author’s mind, when he wrote 
nthe paper. We think the time may come 
ihe will regret that he ever wrote these lines 
‘sent them to our our office. While we deeply 
at that there is a single person in New Bedford 
hates our cause, we cannot but be grateful that 
here have so many warm and devoted friends. 


oe ron ese ese eee 


scussion ON Capita PuntsHMENT.—An_ inter- 
¢ discussion is now going on in the Lockport 
‘gara Courier.’ The editor is on one side in fa- 
(f the abolition, and the Rev. Mr. Wisner and 
‘son the otherside. We notice that the oppo- 
‘ of the editor call him a ‘youthful beardless 
but certainly he should not be blamed either 
ise he is ‘ youthful’ or ‘ beardless.? Perhaps he 
‘be older if he could. Yourg as he is, we 
‘he shows himself to be old enough to meet 
answer his opponents. Next week we shall 
some extracts. 


NN OD a OP PSO" ad 


‘8 FIRST PETITION FOR De Wotr.—The first 
on which we have received at our office in 
of Orrin De Wolf, who is now under sen- 
' of death at Worcester, came from Westboro 
Week, signed by C. M. Walker, and 59 others, 
them in. One votre has elected a governor; 
‘ame may save a man. 
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*DONED.—Thomas J. Gadberry, who was con- 
1 at Natchez, Mississippi, and was to be hung 
25th of this month, was pardoned by Gov. 
1, in accordance with the wishes of a long list 
itioners, including the jury by whom he was 
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‘AL FoR Murper.—The trial of H. G. Green, 
alleged murder of his wife, commenced in 
\N. Y., last Tuesday. 





THE 


HANGMAN. 











SELECTIONS FROM OUR ENGLISH PAPELS. 


This week we have room for only a few selections 
from our last English papers.— 

Royan Society FOR THE PREVENTION OF CRUELTY 
to Anmmats.—This society held its annual meeting 
on Tuesday morning, in the Hanover-square Rooms. 
His Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge in the 
chair. There were also present Lord Dudley Stuart, 
Mr. Mackinnon, M.P., Mr. Broughton, Mr. Ewart 
M.P., and Mr. S. Gurney. There were a large 
number of ladies present. After a few commenda- 
tory observations from his Royal Highness, the re- 
port was read by the secretary. It announced the 
state of the society with regard to its operation to be 
very satisfactory, but there were not sufficient funds 
to extend it tothe degree which was necessary.— 
Mr. Ewart moved, and Lord Dudley Stuart seconded, 
the adoption of the report, and it was carried unani- 
mously. Other resolutions, recommending the so- 
ciety to the public, and reappointing the officers, and 
the usual compliment having been paid his Royal 
Highness, the meeting separated.— London Inquirer. 


THe ANTI-sTATE-CHURCH QuvuestTion.—-To judge 
from the present aspect and attitude of our various 
sects, the time seems rapidly approaching when the 
state will of necessity abandon the attempt to patro- 
nise any form of religion—when government will be 
driven to declare, ‘ It is impossible to adjust your dis- 
cordant claims. The zeal which animates you is a 
guarantee that each sect will make adequate pro- 
vision for a succession of office-bearers. This is all 
that the state could do; and, therefore, every church 
must in future be left to take care of itself, and every 
man’s religion considered, as between him and the 
state, a matter of mere private concern.’ This is 
the conclusion to which irreooncileable differences 
of opinion appear to be hurrying us.— Spectator. 


Penny Postace.—The usual Post-office returns 
have just been issued; they show results which must 
be highly gratifying tothe friends of penny postage. 
The total number of letters delivered in the United 
Kingdom in the year 1844 was 242 millions, which 
is an increase of nearly 22 millions on the previous 
year. (The number before the reduction of the rate, 
it may be necessary to remind our readers was 75 
millions.) But the most remarkable fact is the great 
increase in the London district, or old twopenny-post, 
the letters of which have more than doubled since 
the penny rate was established. — Times. 


Revease or Mr. Carus Wintson.—We have re- 
ceived an extract of a letter from Jersey, dated Wed- 
nesday, June 11, which brings information that the 
civic authorities had held a long consultation on the 
case of Mr. Wilson. Several of them contended that 
they had entered on a process of which they could 
see no end—that the expense would be enormous, 
aud that it was much better to give up the contest, 
and throw open the prison doors to Mr. Wilson.— 
This opinion prevailed, the decision was forwarded 
to the gaoler, and on Wednesday, at three o'clock, 
that gentleman was set at liberty.— Sun. 





NEW WORKS ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 


The London Inquirer has received the following 
works :— 

Magazine of Popular Information on Capital and 

Secondary Punishments. Nos. I.—III. 

Does the Bible authorize Capital Punishment far Mur- 
der? By a Meniber of the Fourth Estate. 
Glasgow: D. Robertson. Edinburgh: W. Oli- 
phant & Sons. London: C. Gilpin, Bishopgate 
street. 

We are very much pleased to see this Magazine. 
It is devoted to a most important subject, on which 
it is especially desirable to diffuse information, and 
such expressions of opinion as may easily be col- 
lected; and from the specimen before us, it ap- 
pears to be well executed, and fitted to awaken a 
strong interest in its object, whilst its price puts it 
within the reach of all. We hope it will at once 
take its place in all our libraries, and meet with an 
extended circulation, 

The pamphlet which we have placed along with 
it may probably be the production of its editor, and 
is a clear and useful treatise on a point which causes 
difficulty to many, though we believe ihat better 
views on the subject are rapidly extending them- 
selves. The author strengthens his view of the 
meaning of the scriptural passages alleged in favor 
of death-punishment, by a summary of other very 
strong reasons against them, and his pamphlet is 
calculated to produce a very useful impression.— 
Those who are interested in the subject will find it a 
valuable auxiliary. 


~~ 





LETTER FROM ORRIN DE WOLF, 


John W. Lincoln, whose name is atthe bottom of 
this epistle, is the Sheriff of WorcesterCounty. The 
Worcester Palladium says, ‘If the Sheriff of this 
County were aware of the feeling that pervades this 
community, in relation to his writing confessions for 
prisoners he would probably turn over the confessions 
to some other individual.’ 

Worcester County Jail, July 2, 1845. 
Mr. Samvuet Stone— 

Sir—Since my confinement under the charge of 
having murdered William Stiles, 1 have wrongfully 
stated that you was aiding and accessory to the mur- 
der. I was induced to do this under the belief, that 
if could raise a doubt that the act was done by 
myself, that it might have a favorable influence, 
either on the trial or the punishment for my offence. 
In this I am sensible of having done you a great in- 
jury, and am desirous of making all the atonement 
in my power, by removing, so far as Iam able, all 
imputation upon your character, in consequence of 
the unjust statement which 1 have made to the 
Sheriff and the Jailor, and through them to the pub- 
lic. I now, under the solemnity of my situation— 
under the sentence of death, and with the fear of the 
execution of that sentence, do declare, that you are 





wholly innocent of the imputations which I have 
made upon your character. And I further state, that 
you had no agency in the death of William Stiles, 
or had any knowledge of it, except as stated by your- 
self in Court. 

I make this statement voluntarily, and without 
any solicitation on your part, from a desire to do 


justice to yourself, and you are at full liberty to make 

such use of it as you may find it for your interest. 

Your unfortunate acquaintance, 
ORRIN DE WOLF. 


The above was written by me, from the dictation 
of Orrin De Wolf, at his request, and was signed by 


him in my presence. 
JOHN W. LINCOLN. 
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Tue Martrnuas.—We understand that the Wash- 
ingtonian women of Boston intend to havea Picenic 
to-morrow (Thursday) at TENNEAN Grove, Dorches- 
ter. It is a beautiful place. The Steamer General 
Lincoln will leave Liverpool Wharf, at 7 o'clock, 
A. M. Tickets will probably be 25 cents for the 
excursion. 


New Mernop or Haneinc.—A man who was ac- 
cused of murder in Miss., was recently taken and 
tied by the neck to the top of a bent sapling and thus 
executed. 


Potty Bopine—New Triar.—We learn that this 
woman, who was sentenced to be executed in New 
York, is to have a new trial. 

The less notice we take of the unkindness and in- 
juries that are done us, the more we consult the 
quiet of our minds. 


em Oana 


Tell the Truth.—Daniel B. Powers, of Rochester 
N. Y., has been sentenced to two years in the State 
Prison, upon a conviction of perjury in obtaining his 
bankrupt papers. 


Asner Parke Acquittep.—The jurymen engaged 
in the tedious trial of Abner Parke, at Belvidere, 
New Jersey, passed through our village on their re- 
turn home, on Sunday afternoon, The verdict was 
‘not guilty.’ The charge of the Judge was concluded 
on Saturday. ‘The jury were out ten hours before they 
they could agree. We suppose that the prisoner was 
discharged, as he has now stood two trials, —Somer- 
ville Messenger. 


LITERARY NOTICE. 

Temperance and Grammar.—We have examined a 
new chart bearing this title. The design of it is to 
connect the instruction of grammar with the temper- 
ancecause. Ithasa large number of engravings illus- 
trative of the downward course of the drunkard, and 
the upward course of the reformed man, which, while 
they illustrate the evils of intemperance on the one 
hand, and the blessings of temperance on the other, 
they serve at the same time a good purpose in teach- 
ing grammar. We present an illustration. In one 
of the engravings a sober young man is seen in his 
parlor with his wife surrounded with the comforts of 
life. This is called the possessive case. In another 
part of the chart the man is seen as a miserable de- 
graded drunkard, breaking his furniture, frightening 
his children, and causing his wife to mourn and la- 
ment. This is called the o/jective case. It is a most 
ingenious affair. 

We hope it will be candidly examined and exten- 
sively circulated. It is published by J. S. Mussey, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and is for sale by Apert Tompkins, 
38 Cornhill. Price $2. 


Under Sentence of Death! 


MASSACHUSETTS! Orrin De Wotr, 
for the murder of William Stiles, at Worces- 
ter, Jan. 14th. Time of execution not ap- 
pointed. 

NEW YORK! Base, the pirate. Now 
confined in the Tombs, New York City. The 
time of execution is fixed by the President on 
the first Friday of June, 1846. 

Wyart, for the murder of Gordon, a fel- 
low prisoner, in the Auburn State Prison, 
where he is now confined. ‘Time of execu- 
tion not known. 


VERMONT! 


- 


Eucene Cuirrorp, for the 
murder of his wife and child. Time of exe- 
cution not fixed. The law is now that 
there shall be fifteen months between the 
sentence and execution, and then the crimi- 
nal is to be hung without an order from 
the Executive. 

MAINE! ‘THomas Tuorn, for murder. 
Now confined at hard labor in the State Pri- 
son. Time of execution not fixed. The 
law is that a criminal shall not be executed 
till one year after sentence, and not even 
then without an order from the Executive. 

NEW JERSEY! Josepn Carrer and Pe- 
Ter W. Parke, for the murder o the Cast- 
ner family. Time of execution Friday, Au- 
gust 22d, 1845. | 

4 








PENNSYLVANIA! Francis’ Baster, 
Tunkhannock, Wyoming Co. To be hung 
on Friday, March 28th, 1845. Escaped 


from Prison. 

LOUISIANA ! Pauttye, the slave. Time 
of execution, March 28, 1846. 

Mitcuett, for the murder of Robert Me 
Gahey, in Opalousas. Time of execution 
July 18, 1845. 

IOWA! Wx». McCautey, for the murder 
of Don Ferdinand Coffman, and infant 
daughter. Was to be executed on the 30th 
ot May; but in consequence of some in- 
formality in sentencing him, the execution 
was postponed and the case is to be taken 
to the Supreme Court on a writ of error. 

i Executions are now private in the 
following states: Maine, Massachusetts, Ver- 
mont, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, New York, Pennsylvania, and Mary- 
land. 


Receipts ror Casnu to Jury 14.—N. T. Stimp- 
son, 25 cts; Samuel Sawyer, 25 cts; M. Bryant, 
$1; C. Sayles, 1; J. G. Grimes, 1; S. D. Butler, 
25 cts: G. Barbour, 1; J. Galbraith, 1; O. Spell- 
man; 1; A. Sheldon, 1; C. Mulikin, 1; I. L. 
Wetherell, 1; I. F. Cook, 1; C. Robinson, 1; J. B. 
South, 1; O. J. Martin, 25 ets. 
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NOTICES OF MEETINGS, LECTURES, &C. 

(> Freperick Doverass will lecture on Slavery in 
Syracuse, Hy ie 
Skaneateles, ” *: 
Waterloo, ” “ 19, 20 
Palmyra, % * 21, 22 
Rochester, Me “ 23, 24 


He intends going as far West as Buffalo—and re- 
turning, will hold a series of meetings in such towns 
as he may find it convenient. He will cheerfully act 
as agent for the Hangman. 


Sere reese ese 


Acents.—E. Y. Rossins, of Warner County, 
Ohio, is appointed Travelling Agent for the Hang- 
man. 


Se i 


OUR TERMS.—Our subscribers will notice that 
the terms of our paper are one dollar in advance. If 
payment is delayed three months we shall expect 
31,25. 








MARRIED: 


In this city, Mr Jesse Russell, of Bath Me., to Mrs 
Mary A. Dudley, of Boston; Mr Francis Bayer, to 
Miss Elizabeth Kline ; Mr John Hodgman, to Miss 
Harriet Sprague ; Mr Henry Lovering, to Miss Ann 
Collins; Mr Joel B. Thompson, to Miss Mary S, 
Symonds ; Mr Wm. Clark, to Miss Eliza B. Foss ; Mr 
Andrew R. Walker, to Miss Sarah Aurelia Coon ;— 
Nathaniel Willis, Esq, to Mrs. Susan Douglass. 


DIED: 


In South Boston, Miss Mary Ann Taft, 22. 

In Charlestown, 4th inst, Mrs Eliza Ann, wife of 
Mr Warren Tapley, and daughter of Mr Reuben 
Hunt, 30. 

In Cambridgeport, 8th inst, Miss Elizabeth A., eld- 
est daughter of Mr John Winship, 27. 

In South Gardner, 2d inst, Mrs Demster, wife of 
Capt Martin Demster, 45. 

In Randolph, 4th inst, Wm Henry, only child of Mr 
Wm Slater, aged 3 years and 6 months. 











Essays on the Punishment of Death. 
By Cuartes SpPear. 

Twelfth Edition, with fine Engravings. Price 621-2 cts. 
TT‘HIS work is intended to present a concise and 

practical view of Capital punishment. In prepar- 
ing the work the author had access to many valuable 
foreign publications, satiny sta in this country. 
The work contains sixteen Essays ; one chapter em- 
bodying O’CONNELL’S speech on the subject. 

Also a view of all the capital offences in the Union ; 
a labor said by distinguished jurists never to have 
been accomplished before. 

This work has passed through twelve editions in 
about a year. 

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

‘If any man can read these Essays and not be con- 
vineed that legal killing has incited to four murders 
for every one it has prevented, he must, it seems to us, 
be steeled against the force of evidence, and the fear 
of shedding innocent blood. We hope this book will 
be widely circulated, though the author, being poor, 
publishes his book himself, and goes about to sell it as 
he can, which will retard its dissemination. The 
facts here industriously collected—the recorded opin- 
ions of Beccaria, Blackstone, Montesquieu, Franklin, 
Rush, Smollett, Lafayette, Channing, Edward Liv- 
ingston, O’Connell, &c.,—are alone worth double the 
cost of the volume. To the more general reader, this 
work must be more interesting, than the freshest novel 
can be—so various and thrilling are its incidental por- 
traitures of the human heart and life—of our criminal 
laws, and their hardly more criminal victims,’— New 
York Tribune. 

‘The author seems to have compassed the whole 
subject ; and to us his arguments, figures, and facts, 
strengthen a conviction that our whole heart and judg- 
ment assent to, viz., that the punishment of death 
should be stricken from the statute books of every gov 
ernment whose laws are professedly based upon the 
ethics of Christ.’—Hunt’s Merchant's Magazine, N. Y. 

Published and sold by the author, and by his agents, 
Bela Marh, 25 Cornhill, and George W. Briggs, 304 
Washington Street, where also subscriptions for the 
— will be received, and single numbers 
sold. 
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{months, that is, until December, 1844. I came 
to Baltimore the beginning of December, and 
proceeded immediately on to Norfolk, Virginia, 
and thence returned to Baltimore alter a stay ol 
one week. I stopped at Mr. Nolan’s tavern, 
South Charles street, and remained there until 
the unhappy occurrence, on account of which | 
am justly condemned to die. 

It is needless to recount all the circumstances 
connected with Mr. Roux’s arrival at the depot 
on Sunday night, January 12th, his coming to 
Mr Nolan’s in company with Mr. Nolan and 
myself, &c., because all these particulars were 
truly stated by the several witnesses at the 
trial. 

We went up stairs to go to bed about 12 
o'clock. Belore we got into bed we sat down 
and talked about ten minutes. Mr. Roux then 
and there told me that he had gone from Charles- 
ton to New York, in search of a sea captain 
who had defrauded him of ten thousand dollars’ 
worth of goods—that he (Roux) had shipped 
the goods by this captain, and that the captain 
had sold them in his own name. Mr. Roux 
seemed quite angry; he swore several times that 
if he had met the captain he would have shot 
him—that he had taken a pair of pistols with 
him for the purpose. The thought of murder- 

Talis Wwalthés th vile, fo vain! ing Mr. Roux entered my mind for the first 
She comes with tears on her sad, pale cheek ; time whilst he was undressing to get into bed. 

He saw not his child again ! What put it into my mind or what object I had 

in view, | am ata loss to state; for | was con- 
vinced from his general appearance and conver- 
sation that he had very little money about him. 
I did not at once resolve upon committing the 
horrid deed—it was at first a mere temptation. 
The thought of taking human life had never be- 
fore in the course of my whole existence so 
much as entered my mind. 

The temptation, however, grew upon me, and 
before I closed my eyes to sleep, I had formed 
the resolution of murdering the unhappy man. 
1 awoke about 5 o’clock, got up immediately 
: aud went into the cellar, where | got the axe. 
I returned to the bed room and immediately 
committed the awful crime. He lay upon his 
left side ; with the back of the axe I struck him 
two blows, the second immediately after the 
first and in the same place, about three inches 
above the right eye; the blows were struck 
tolerably hard, but not by any means with all 
my strength. Still my intention was to kill 
him, and he was killed by the blows that I gave 
him. Besides the wound already mentioned, I 
inflicted no injury on Mr. Roux’s person.— 
What [ did I did of myself and by myself. None 
else had any knowledge of what I did nor any 
hand in it. 

His whole person, except the head, was cov- 
ered with the bed clothes—I did not touch him 
or cover his head with the bed clothes after I 
had committed the deed. After the first blow 
he opened his eyes, but I did not see that he 
so much as moved otherwise. J am certain that 
he was dead before I left the room. After the 
murder I went out of the room without having 
touched an article that belonged to him, or with- 
out having examined whether he had any money 
or not. I locked the door after me and kept 
the key. A little before dinner I returned to 
the room, where I remained five or six minutes. 
I put my hand into one of the pockets of his 
pantaloons, where I found a small gold coin and 
a cent or two, all of which I put back again into 
the pocket; nor did I ultimately take so much 
as accent (in money) that belonged to him. I 
did not examine any of his other pockets at any 
time. The watch and the breast pin were the 
only articles that I took: the latter I found on 
the floor of our chamber after the murder; in 
three years, I deserted from Dublin and took /all probability it belonged to him; but I do not 
passage from Belfast to New Orleans, where I | know for certain. About two o’clock P. M., I 
arrived December 29th, 1840. After a stay of | put his watch, (which had remained hitherto on 
one month in New Orleans, I went to Cincin- | the mantle piece) into my trunk. About four 
nati, where I remained in the employ of a gen- |o’clock I put the watch on for the first time and 
tleman for whom 1 drove hacks until my depar- | wore it about my person all the evening up to 
ture from that city in March, 1844. on o’clock, the time of my leaving in the cars, 

About a month before my leaving Cincinnati, It was in evidence that the key of our bed 
I married a young (Catholic) woman of that | chamber, was found in Roux’s trunk, and that 
city. The marriage ceremony was performed the key of Roux’s trunk was found in the trunk 
by a magistrate in consequence of the clergy- | left by me at Mr. Nolan's. All this may be per- 
man’s refusal to marry us, and his refusal was | feetly true, but I had nothing whatever to do 
grounded on certain untrue reports of my having | with placing those keys where they appear to 
a wile in Ireland. Those reports were entirely | have been found. When | put his watch into 
without foundation. I was never married be- my trunk about two o’clock, I locked the cham- 
fore or after the occasion of which I have already | ber door on the inside, and on going out some 
spoken. \few minutes afterwards I forgot to lock the 

Knowing that many of my acquaintances be- | chamber door, so that it remained unlocked from 
lieved the repert of my having a wife in Ire- a little after two o’clock, P. M., until my depar- 
land, and seeing that they looked upon me with ture in the cars. The key of the chamber was 
distrust and suspicion, I resolved, with the | consequently left by mein the door, and as for 
knowledge of my wife, to leave Cincinnati.— | the key of the unfortunate man’s trunk I never 
‘The understanding between us, was that I | saw it, nor did | so much as touch his trunk af- 
would go to Vermont, and that after a short time, | ter having helped to carry it from the depot to 
| would either return or send for her. This | the bar-room on Sunday night. 
promise I made with perfect good faith, and had With the circumstances of my apprehension 
no other intention than to keep it. Finally, | in N. York, the public is sufficiently acquainted ; 
however, I left Cincinnati without her know- |1 would only mention that the knife with which 
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BY MRS. N. T. MUNROE. 
In prison for debt,—with an eager eye, 

He looks from his casement small ; 
And watches the crowds that are passing by, 


Till the evening shadows fall. 


In prison for debt—through the long, long night 
He lays on his bed of straw ; 

And wonders why Might, is always Right, 
At least in the eye of the law. 


And he wakes at the morning’s earliest dawn, 
And peers through the twilight gray, 

To catch the first glimpse of her who will come, 
With the morn’s first glimmering ray. 


With her sickly boy she will come at morn, 
And the wretched man will weep ; 

For thinner is growing his child’s slight form, 
And paler his wife’s pale cheek. 


The strong, proud man is wasting away 
His life in that prison air ; 

And not long may the mother’s spirit stay, 
And her child is dying there. 


Days pass—and the father’s heart grows weak, 


And his wife grows thinner, her step more slow, 
Her eye is unearthly bright, 

Alas, alas for that prisoner’s wo, 
She is dying before his sight ! 


She is dying of want, of grief and despair, 
She is passing slowly away ! 

Breathing out her life in that prison air, 
With no hope to bid her stay. 


No hope on earth—there is only one, 
Who cares for that lone one now : 
Her heart is broken, her spirit is gone, 

There is death on that sad, pale brow 


There is death, stern death in that lonely room, 
A spirit hath passed away, 

She breathed out her life in that prison gloom,— 
She will rise to a brighter day ! 


Her last thoughts were his, —her last words were prayer, 
O deal with him gently now :— 

His heart is all full of grief and despair, 
There’s revenge on his darkening brow. 


Tis hard to be poor—to strive for bread 
As the dying would strive for life ; 
To toil with an aching heart and head, 

Tis a hard and a bitter strife. 


Tis harder, to breathe in a prison air, 
Shut up in a living grave ; 
And your loved ones dying of want and despair, 


With no mortal hand to save ! 
Ladies’ Repository. 


CONFESSION OF HENRY W. McCURRY, 


THE MURDERER OF PAUL ROUX. 


I was born in Ireland, county Leitrim, in 
the month of March, 1819 or ’20, more probably 
in the former year, so that to the best of my 
knowledge, I was twenty-six years of age last 
March. My father was an Episcopalian, my 
mother a Catholic. I never received any re- 
ligious instruction during my youth or before the 
commencement of my confinement in this pris- 
on. I had never been baptized: so far as I 
know, before I received that sacrament in this 
jail at the hand of my spiritual director. 

At the age of about eighteen years, | enlisted 
in the British service, and after having served 





ledge. because she wished to acc ompany me, I attempted to kill myself was not, as has been 
and | thought it better to go alone, I fully | stated, given to me by the prisoner who was in 


ithe same cell with me, When taken into the 
| prison I was searched ; but I found the knife in 
| the cell into which I was put first, and when put 


intended to rejoin her. 
From Cincinnati f went to Philadelphia, where 
J was employed in driving hacks about ten 





HANGMAN. 


into another cell by myself, I made the attempt 
to destroy myself. 

The ways of Providence are certain to baffle 
all human calculations, particularly those of the 
murderer. This is especially illustrated in my 
case, as the following fact will show. On the 
day that I arrived in New York, and about two 
hours after I arrived there, a vessel left that port 
for Europe. I could have taken passage in that 
ship, and desigued doing so, but changed my 
mind and determined to proceed to Vermont.— 
Soon after the vessel sailed I again altered my 
determination, and instead of going to Vermont, 
I resolved to take passage for Europe in the first 
packet. How I was frustrated by being appre- 
hended by Mr. Ridgley the public are already 
aware. 

I have concluded my sad recital. I would 
merely add, that with the exception of the mur- 
der of the unfortunate Roux,I never committed 
any signal offence against the laws. I was not 
a thief, a robber, or a swindler. I bore the 
character of a sober, honest, industrious, inof- 
fensive, and good-hearted man. ‘This statement 
I make not with the view of taking praise to 
myself or exciting compassion, (God knows that 
[ neither deserve nor seek either praise or com- 
passion in this world,) but I make the statement 
in order that the public may not be unnecessa- 
rily shocked and scandalized in me by supposing 
me guilty of many great crimes that | never 
thought of committing. 

have nothing more to say than to beg pardon 
of my God whom I have so grievously offended, 
and to express my deep regret and contrition for 
the horrid and unaccountable deed, which in an 
evil hour of temptation I had the misfortune to 
commit. I know not what could have been my 
motive. It was not to obtain money, for I did 
not suppose that he had any, and no conjecture 
as to his having money or not ever crossed my 
mind. May God have mercy on both our poor 
souls. The premature death which I have so 
justly incurred, I accept in a spirit of atonement 
for my many sins, especially for my great sin, 
trusting to obtain through the merits of the death 
of Jesus Christ that eternal life of which I am, 
indeed, most unworthy. 

I beg pardon of this community for the scandal 
that [ have given and the outrage that I have 
perpetrated in their midst. I ask forgiveness 
of all, and venture to express the hope that many 
will have the charity when suing for mercy be- 
fore the Throne of Grace, to remember the ne- 
cessities of my poor soul. 

1 can never be sufficiently grateful to the 
kind, gentlemanly, and courteous Mr. Sollers, 
the warden of this prison. May God reward 
him for his innumerable deeds of kindness to 
me. I invoke the choicest benedictions of 
Heaven upon himself and family. To Messrs, 
Fusselbaugh, Seidenstricker, and the Board of 
Visiters in general, the former officers of the 
jail, and to the Deputy Wardens, Messrs. Myers, 
Roche and Wann, together with those gentle- 
men who were deputed as special guards in my 
cell, I return my heartfelt acknowledgment for 
their unvaried kindness and attention. May we 
all meet in a happier world ! 

I have endeavored to make the best use of 
that precious time which a merciful God, who 
wills not the death of the sinner, but rather that 
he be converted and live, has been pleased to 
grant to his unworthy servant. I most deeply 
regret the heinous crime which I am about to 
expiate; but my sorrow is not that of one who 
has no hope, because I believe that God, who 
can and often does draw good out of evil, per- 
mitted this calamity to befall me as the occasion 
of saving my soul, which, in all probability, I 
should otherwise have lost. 

‘ Father, into thy hands lcommend my spirit.’ 

Henry McCurry.* 

Baltimore Jail, June 23d, 1845. 

Witness—Wwm. A. ScHagrrer. 

State of Maryland in City of Baltimore, to wit : 

On this, the twenty-third day of June, 1843, 
personally appeared before me, in his cell in 
Baltimore city, and County Jail, Henry McCurry, 
who made oath, acknowledging the aforegoing 
signature to be his, and the aforegoing confes- 
sion, which was read to him in my presence, to 
be the true and only public confession which he 
has made. Won. A. SHAeFFER, 
Justice of the Peace of the State of Maryland, 

in and for the City of Baltimore. 





* This is not my real name, but that which I adop- 
ted when I deserted from the British service ; my real 
name it is not necessary to give. 
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Joun G. Wuirtier.—A travelling correspon- 
dent of one of the New York papers pays the 
following just trihute to this distinguished gen- 
tleman. 

How graceful does the village of ‘ Pentucket’ 
recline back on the sunny side of the hill, bath- 
ing its feet in the tranquil Merrimack. Every 
poet knows, or ought to know, that Whittier 
was born here. ‘Do you know John Greenleaf 
Whittier?’ said I to the coachman, ‘ Yes, sir; 
he was born in that farm-house yonder—a clever 
fellow.’ 











Who that loves the beautiful, the chaste, the 
inspiring, has not read with delight the produc. 
tions of the ‘Quaker poet?” Born in humble 
life, and bred to the plough, he has, by the uy. 
aided force of his genius, placed himself in the 
front rank of American writers. Whittier’s 
poetry gushes warm from the heart. His flowers 
are always fresh and wild, though he is some. 
times careless in their selection. He delights 
in the sublime and awful. Yet is he susceptible 
of the tenderest emotions the most exquisite 
pathos, as his verses abundantly show. But. 
strange incongruity, he is a cordial hater o; 
music ! his classical allusions are apposite ; and. 
though not unfrequent, his poetry is eminently 
American—referring, happily to the early history 
of our Country, and especially to that of the 
aborigines of his native Essex. As a_ prose 
writer, Whittier is natural, rich, and forcible 
A golden thread of poetry runs through his sep. 
tences. With a keen relish for the ludicrous. 
he tells a story to the life. His anonymous 
sketches have been widely copied, and univer. 
sally read. 


Never Despair.—An ingenious young map 
having gone to London in the hope of getting 
some employment, was unsuccessful in his at. 
tempt, and being reduced to extreme poverty, 
came to the awful resolution of throwing hin- 
self into the Thames. On passing near the 
Royal Exchange to effect his purpose, he say 
the carriage of the late excellent Mr. Hanway 
under the arms of which was this motto :— 
‘Never despair!’ The singular occurrence o| 
this sentence had, under Providence, such an ef. 
fect on the young man, that he immediately de. 
sisted from his horrid design, gained soon after 
a considerable establishment, and died in good 
circumstances in the common course of mor. 
tality. 


‘FORGIVE YOUR ENEMIES.’ 


But O! Revenge is sweet. 

Thus think the crowd, who eager to engage, 
Take quickly fire, and kindle into rage. 

Not so mild Thales, nor Chrysippus thought, 
Not that good man who drank the poisonous draught 
With mind serene, and could not wish to see 
His vile accuser drink as deep as he ; 

Exalted Socrates ! divinely brave ! 

Injured be fell, and dying he forgave ; 

Too noble for revenge ; which still we find 

The weakest fraility of a feeble mind.— Dryden. 


In the year 1664, a law was enacted by the 
colony court of Eastham, in this county that all 
‘persons who should stand outside the meeting 
house during the time of divine service, should 
be set in the stocks.’ 


And if ye salute your brethren only, what do 
ye more than others ? 





Titles of Jesus. 
By Cuaries Spear. 
Sixteenth edition, with rich Steel Engravings. Price 8) 
TIVHIS work has received high commendations both 
in this country and in Europe. We subjoin afew 
notices from abroad. 
From the Enquirer, London. 

‘The author has brought together, with great dili- 
gence, all the Names and Titles which are applied \ 
Christ in the Scriptures, amounting altogether tw 
eighty. Each of these he explains and illustrates 
practically, conveying much useful comment in a pop- 
ular style, accompanied by a great variety of valuable. 
moral and devotional sentiment. We believe it is as 
yet scarcely known at this side of the Atlantic, but it 
would probably, suit the wants of many, and be es- 
teemed a valuable addition to our valuable stock ol 
practical divinity. We have no hesitation in expres- 
sing our approbation of its prevailing opinions and 
tendency, and our bope that it will meet with a wel- 
come amongst us.” 

From the Bible Christian, Belfast, Ireland. 

‘We recommend this work to Christian families as 
a useful and interesting auxiliary to their devotiona! 
exercises, Werecommend it to congregational libra- 
ries, as a work that will seldom be allowed to res! 
upon the shelves. We recommend it to Sunday- 
school teachers as one of the best manuals we know, 
for rational explanation, and for practical lessons of 
piety and morality. And since it !s one of the goodly 
fashions of the present day for all persons who would 
aspire to any degree of literary taste, to display lite- 
rary ornaments on their drawing-room tables, we can 
confidently recommend it for this purpose too. In 
typography, paper, and binding, it is beautifully got 
up. It contains fine engravings by an eminent Ame- 
rican artist. And if visitors have occasionally to wait 
a few minutes for the appearance of the mistress of 
the house, we do not know how they could spend the 
time more pleasantly, than in perusing a section of 
the ** Names and Titles of Jesus.”’ 

From the Christian Pioneer, Edinburgh. 

‘This is a very interesting work, devotional and 
practical in its character and design, No one can 
peruse the work without instruction and pleasure. 
Even in places in which an individual may see rea- 
sons to differ from the writer, he must stil! admire his 
power of moral discrimination, and feel at one with 
his love and veneration of the character of Christ.’ 

This work is not in the trade, but it is published an4 
sold by the Author and his agents, Geo. W. Briggs, 
403 Washington Street, and B. Marsh, 25 Cornhill. 
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